
WOLVERTON’S future looks good if it
can rely on a little more government
support, says North East Milton
Keynes MP Mark Lancaster.

He has been to Railcare where he
was encouraged to see the company
“back on track.”

Lancaster added: “The level of
investment is impressive and if we
can now get government to apply a
bit of commonsense to its long-term
strategic planning for the railways I
am sure that both the company’s and
Wolverton’s future is bright.”

the mk mix
8

C
IT

IZ
E
N

F
IR

S
T

T
u
e
s
d
a
y
,
A

u
g

u
s
t

2
5
,
2
0
0
9

WWhhoo aarree yyoouu aanndd wwhhaatt iiss yyoouurr
bbaacckkggrroouunndd??

I was born in Freetown, the son
of the late Prince Balogun-Lynch
from York Village (Sierra Leone).
My mother was Jane Dixon (before
marriage). My father worked in the
Church Missionary Society as a
doctor for many years and this
entitled me to free tuition at the
CMS Grammar School.

All the sons and daughters of
church workers were school
scholars. To be a school scholar
meant the church was
responsible for your schooling.
The church paid all my fees. Prior
to attending the grammar school, I
attended the Holy Trinity Infant
School along Kissy Road in
Freetown where the church also
sponsored my early education.

I remember one of my
favourite teachers, teacher Carey
who was a particularly strict disci-
plinarian, and he inculcated in all of
us schoolboys, values that have
remained with many of us to this
day. My Sierra Leonean teachers
and my family upbringing in Sierra
Leone have played no small part in
getting me to where I am today.

The Sierra Leone grammar
school trained me not just to
achieve academic excellence, but
to also develop maturity of mind
to face the world. I recall, with fond
memories, the efforts of my
teachers back then, especially our
then principal of the school,
Reverend Frank Wood, a Scottish
priest. In those days, you had to be
a church bishop before you would
be made the school principal. And
reverend Wood ensured we were
taught great Christian values.

WWhhaatt aattttrraacctteedd yyoouu ttoo ccoommee ttoo
MMKK iinn tthhee ffiirrsstt ppllaaccee??

I trained in the Oxford rotation
back in the 70s to rotate between
Oxford and St Bartholomew’s
hospital in London and one of my
mentors back then was the late
professor Sir Alec Turnbull whom I
worked for. When the consultant
job was advertised for Milton
Keynes he was the first person I
got in touch with to ask for advice
as to the character and integrity
of the place. I remember his words
of wisdom saying ‘it’s the man
that makes the place, not the
place that makes a man’. Milton
Keynes was a brand new hospital,
starting from scratch. There was
no sitting tenant as regards
consultant. Back then clinics were
set up in satellite locations such
as Bletchley, Wolverton and Stony
Stratford. Cases had been
referred to Northampton at that
time because of convenience and
proximity.

Further afield was Luton,
Dunstable and Bedford. When I
came up to see Milton Keynes for
the first time there was all fields,
there was nothing structured, no
city centre or anything attractive.
The real attraction was it was a
brand new hospital, freshly built,
nothing within except bricks and
mortar. Having accepted Sir Alec’s
wise advice I thought the sensible
thing to do was to move out of
London, because London was
expensive in any event.

I was not married at the time,
but then I could not see myself
getting married and bringing up
children in London. St
Bartholomew’s was an excellent
hospital, excellent for training and
all sorts of facilities and I had the
opportunity of being appointed
there as a consultant to cover
Hackney and Homerton hospital. As
luck would have it the interviews
came up in Oxford and I’d made up
my mind with the advice of my late
father, who also felt I should go to
a place where I could start things
afresh. I came to Milton Keynes
with two other colleagues who
were also successful, one from
Glasgow (Mr McCune), and the
other from Leeds (Mr Fawdry). We
set up the unit from scratch and
the doors to Milton Keynes Hospi-
tal were open for the very first
time on April 8, 1984. We spent
three months setting up the
essential maternity and gynaecol-
ogy units, official policies and all
the departments needed to
support a young population.

WWhhaatt’’ss tthhee mmoosstt ssttrriikkiinngg
ddiiffffeerreennccee bbeettwweeeenn MMKK aanndd tthhee
ppllaaccee wwhheerree yyoouu’’vvee lliivveedd tthhee
lloonnggeesstt??

I used to live at Bart’s precinct
in London in Charterhouse Square.
It was very pleasant being very
quiet at the weekends but busy
during the week. Housing was
much more affordable in Milton
Keynes and I’ve seen the
infrastructure grow and improve
over the years to the point where
the roundabouts are quite busy
these days, but I don’t have any
regrets moving here.

TTeellll uuss aabboouutt tthhee wwaayyss yyoouu aarree
iinnvvoollvveedd iinn MMKK lliiffee..

When I came to Milton Keynes I
had very clear ideas about how I
could make a positive contribu-
tion. As most of the female popu-
lation in the Milton Keynes area
was under 40 my interest and spe-
cialism from Barts in London was
gynaecological cancer. This
became my forte. My other two
colleagues appointed at the same
time were interested in maternity
and fertility work and the other
was interested in the setting up of
patient’s health records on com-
puter databases which actually
became the first in the country.

I’ve run campaigns on cervical
cancer prevention and set up the
Myrtle Peach Trust which I have
chaired ever since its inception 25
years ago. The purpose of the
trust is to provide funds for basic
colposcopy (that means looking at
the cervix through a microscope)
identifying abnormal smears and
treating patients so they can have
children and continue their lives in
relative safety. I’ve done many
cases of radical surgery about 12
of which have been with babies in

the womb at the same time. Those
babies have all survived and one
of them I can cite works as a
pharmacist in Bletchley now aged
25 himself. I’ve involved myself in
the health infrastructure of Milton
Keynes, and I continue to do so by
setting up ovarian screening which
is currently in league with
Cranfield University to see if we
can create stem cell immunisation
programme for this purpose.

HHooww eeaassyy hhaavvee yyoouu ffoouunndd iitt ttoo
sseettttllee hheerree??

There are some frustrations as
we now experience traffic hold ups
which is a challenge for medical
staff who often have to
access the hospital speedily.

HHooww hhaavvee yyoouu sspprreeaadd yyoouurr nneett
ssoo ffaarr??

I’ve always been keen on the
ethnic mix in Milton Keynes, espe-
cially some of the asylum seekers
that settle here and the particular
needs that they have for their
medical and surgical health.

AArree yyoouu ppllaannnniinngg ttoo ssttaayy iinn MMKK
ffoorr aa ffiixxeedd ttiimmee ffoorr wwoorrkk oorr ffaammiillyy
rreeaassoonnss,, oorr ddoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk yyoouu’’rree
hheerree ffoorr ggoooodd??

I’m planning to stay in Milton
Keynes for ever. My family is well
established here. My son goes to
medical school in London and my
daughter is planning to do the
same. My third child, another
daughter, is planning to be a
musician, whilst my youngest and
the last one plays with dogs and
cats so she might want to be a
vet. I’m well encouraged and
supported by my wife Julia who
bears the brunt of taking care of
the family. My children are not high
fliers but they are adequate in
their aspirations.

WWhhaatt’’ss tthhee bbeesstt ppiieeccee ooff
aaddvviiccee yyoouu ccoouulldd ggiivvee ssoommeeoonnee
ccoonnssiiddeerriinngg mmoovviinngg ttoo MMKK ttoo mmaakkee
aa nneeww lliiffee??

So much has improved over the
years. Commuting between
London and Milton Keynes is
facilitated by many trains and I’m
sure things will improve going
cross country. I have nothing but
praise for the way Milton Keynes
has been created, constructed and
infrastructure provisions have
been achieved.

TTeellll uuss ssoommeetthhiinngg wwhheerree yyoouu
ccoommee ffrroomm oonnllyy aa llooccaall wwoouulldd
kknnooww??

I was born and bred in Freetown
Sierra Leone into a historic and old
community called the Oguns. Ogun
refers to the War Lord community
in ancient times, dating back to
1642 and my family were very
supportive of my schooling, partic-
ularly through the oldest school in
West Africa (1845) the Sierra
Leone grammar school. The motto
of the school was ‘I pursue’ and
they always
encouraged us to pursue and to
be rounded school boys. I now hold
the title of Grand Officer of the
Republic of Sierra Leone, awarded
by the president in 2006 as
the highest civilian honour (non
political).

WWhhaatt wwoouulldd yyoouu ssaayy ttoo ppeeooppllee
wwhhoo ccaann’’tt ffiinndd aannyytthhiinngg ggoooodd ttoo
ssaayy aabboouutt tthhee cciittyy??

I don’t accept Milton Keynes is
too bland. There is an opportunity
here for everyone if they choose
to pursue it.

A COMPETITION deadline to find the
best British short films has been
extended to August 31.

Cliff Productions is hosting
Buckinghamshire’s very own short
film festival, Short Cuts, to be held in
October and organisers are looking
for more people to showcase their
work on the big screen.

Prospective film-makers can enter
short films demonstrating a range of
production techniques and genre,
including drama, documentary, anima-
tion and experimental work. Winning
films will have a special screening.

For more details on the festival
and how to enter complete the
submission form at www.cliffproduc-
tions.co.uk/shortcuts09. Alternatively
call 0845 094 9014 or email short-
cuts@cliffproductions.co.uk
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Citizen Fast:There
when you need it
WANT your favourite local newspaper beamed
direct to your mobile phone?

The Citizen and Citizen First have teamed up
with local company Memogo to bring you Citizen
Fast. It’s available on virtually any mobile phone
or internet-connected handheld device.

Let Citizen Fast be your window to what is
going on in Milton Keynes.

With content specially formatted for your
small-screen device, Citizen Fast allows you to
stay in touch.

Get CITIZEN FAST
on your mobile.

Text ‘memo
(space) citizen’ to
82055* and we will
send you the link to
your phone via text
message. Bookmark
this address in your
mobile phone browser.

Citizen Fast costs
just 25p* per week.

In addition, your
mobile phone operator
may charge data costs
– around 3p to view the
mobile website.

Citizen Fast is pow-
ered by Memogo.

SMS messages sent to
82055 cost 25p each.

Your phone must be WAP 2.0 enabled.
Your phone operator may apply additional data

charges for internet access.
Here’s what you get....

NEWS Breaking local news headlines.
SPORTS Top stories, scores and results.
GO! Entertainment news and reviews.
PROPERTY TODAY Houses and rooms for
rent and more.
JOBS TODAY Jobs available in Milton Keynes.
MOTORS TODAY Cars for sale

■ Citizen Fast works on all major networks
■ If you have problems accessing the Citizen Fast
service you can email support@memogo.com
■ Office hours technical support is available on 020
7193 2557

>> Would you like to put
yourself in the MK Mix
hotseat? All you have to
do is ask – email your
request to
first@mkcitizen.co.uk
and we’ll take it from
there.You can read
previous MK Mix
interviews and find out
more about the project
at www.themkmix.co.uk

>> Film director and
screenwriter Segun
Oguntola arrived in Milton
Keynes in 2007 after
growing up in South East
London and spending five
years developing a film
industry in The Gambia,
West Africa.

>> He was immediately
struck by how so many
backgrounds and cultures
were represented in the
new city’s population –
and set out to find out
whay so many people
come here to make a new
start, and become part of
the MK mix.

>> The people Segun
meets feature in this
regular Citizen First focus.

The MK Mix is supported
by the award-winning
Jaipur Restaurant at
Grafton House, 599
Grafton Gate East,
Central Milton Keynes
MK9 1AT.
Phone: 01908 669796
email: info@jaipur.co.uk

PPrrooffeessssoorr CChhrriissttoopphheerr BB--LLyynncchh
wwaass oonnee ooff tthhee ffoouunnddiinngg
ccoonnssuullttaannttss ooff MMiillttoonn KKeeyynneess
HHoossppiittaall bbaacckk iinn 11998844 aanndd iiss tthhee
lleeaaddiinngg wwoorrlldd aauutthhoorriittyy aanndd
iinnvveennttoorr ooff lliiffee--ssaavviinngg
ggyynnaaeeccoollooggiiccaall pprroocceedduurree..

Take a short cut
to film success

On track for bright
Wolverton future


