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First for FEATURES

the mk mix
>> Film director and
screenwriter Segun

Oguntola arrived in Milton
Keynes in 2007 after

growing up in South East
London and spending five
years developing a film
industry in The Gambia,

West Africa.

>> He was immediately
struck by how so many

backgrounds and cultures
were represented in the
new city’s population –

and set out to find why so
many people come here to

make a new start, and
become part of the MK

mix.

>> The people Segun
meets feature in this

regular Citizen First focus.

Who are you and what is your
background?

I was born on Hallowe’en in 1968 on
an island called Carriacou and named
Lincoln, according to my mother, after
President Abraham Lincoln.

Carriacou is just 14 square miles in
area with a population of around
6,000. The main island of Grenada, in
the West Indies, is known as ‘Spice
Island’. My father John was a teacher
from the age of 16 and my mother
Leona was a housewife who also
looked after the family business, a
small shop attached to the side of our
house.

My earliest memories are riding my
tricycle with my younger brother Pat on
the back, paddling in the sea and
eating ice cream on the beach. The
weather was always sunny, the sea
water was clear and the sand was
white.

But at that time there was a feeling
in the West Indies that the USA and
England were lands of opportunity.

My dad had an older brother who
owned a restaurant in London and we
planned to live with him – so one day
my family and I arrived at Heathrow.

What attracted to you come to
MK in the first place?

My dad started to re-train as an art
and English teacher, as his past experi-
ence and qualifications were not recog-
nised here. To make ends meet he had
got a job in Milton Keynes as a labour-
er working on a big new shopping cen-
tre. After about a year of commuting on
the M1, he got the chance of a council
house here.

We loaded the Ford Cortina with our
belongings and we settled in Bradville
in 1974 – green space, new, safe,
friendly, exciting. We were able to ride
our bikes and play out for hours any-
where on the estate.

My parents knew this was a great
place for children, and the family quick-
ly grew to a total of five, when brother
number two Terry was born.

Pepperhill school was a few hundred
metres from my house, from there I
went to Stantonbury Middle – or
Stanton – School and then after that
Stantonbury Campus. People in my
year will remember that Brindley Hall
was the new part of the school back
then.

After that I went to Milton Keynes
College to do a diploma in business
studies while I worked part time in
John Lewis' radio and TV department,
and then full time at Abbey National in
Grafton Gate.

What’s the most striking difference
you've found between MK and the
place where you've lived the longest?

I have lived here now for most of my
40 years and compared to London,
Milton Keynes is a different world. You
can get from A to B in 15 minutes in a
car, anywhere in the city, including the
city centre. You can live on any estate
yet be five minutes from a lake or a
field with sheep or cows – real or con-
crete.

There is space to live, a community
spirit and for those of us who run busi-

nesses there is a real sense of
opportunity and a can-do attitude,
which is refreshing and motivating.

Please tell us about all the ways in
which you are involved in MK life.

I am managing director of a media
communications company based at the
Enterprise Hub in the Open University.
The company incorporates the internet
TV platform which promotes everything
that’s positive about the city we love.
We also film and produce video
content for a range of public and pri-
vate sector clients, including the MK
Dons who, with the contribution of
askMK Productions, recently won the
Sky Digital Media Best Digital
Communication Award at the 2009
Football League Awards.

I have a passion for business and
people and have been described as a
social entrepreneur. Inspired by the
work I do with students and schools we
developed a new social networking site
called askbrango.com. This is a safe and
secure video platform for educational
organisations, based on a YouTube-
style format, where teachers or staff
can moderate and upload videos and
content produced by students.

The site is free to access and brings
students, parents, business and com-
munities together. In April 2008 askMK
won the Sparc Pitch Battle Award for
Innovation and Enterprise for the
askBrango concept. The website was
officially launched by the Mayor of
Milton Keynes, Councillor Jan Lloyd, at
stadium:mk on April 21.

In my spare time I am a governor of
Milton Keynes College, an ambassador
for Countec Education Business
Partnership, an ambassador for the
Milton Keynes Community Foundation
and a student mentor for the Institute
of Directors.

Our organisation sponsors the
Milton Keynes City Orchestra, The
Milton Keynes College Student of the
Year Awards and our chosen charity is
Willen Hospice, as my mother was so
well cared for by the staff there, when
she lost her battle with cancer four
years ago.

We’re interesting in highlighting
ways in which MK's diversity is
working in practice, so how far have
you spread your net so far?

askMK.TV exists to serve the local
community. Our staff understand the
needs of the community as they are
representative in ethnicity, age, gender
and faith. Their hard work was recog-
nised in May 2008 when askMK won
the award for Championing Change at
the MK Racial Equality Council’s inau-
gural Diversity Ball held at
stadium:mk. After collecting the award
from MP Mark Lancaster, I spoke of
the importance to celebrate diversity in
our city, how it we can enrich our own
lives through learning about other
cultures and that without diversity
there can be no community in the real
sense.

I am part of the steering group for
Citizens:mk, an organisation that aims
to empower individuals and communi-
ties to have a voice in Milton Keynes’

future. Also I’m a trustee for the
Milton Keynes Islamic Art Heritage and
Culture organization. This organisation
aims to encourage community cohe-
sion through education by engaging
with schools, inter-faith and the wider
community.

In recognition for my contribution to
the community of Milton Keynes I have
been invited to Buckingham Palace, to
the Queen’s Garden Party, in July.

Are you planning to stay in MK for
a fixed time for work or family
reasons, or do you think you’re here
for good?

I have been fortunate enough to
have travelled to many countries in my
life so far and as an avid supporter of
the MK Dons, whenever I come back
from an away match, it’s clear to me
how much better this city is to the one
I’ve just visited –– so for the foresee-
able future I have no plans to live
anywhere else.

If someone who had never been to
MK before was considering moving
here to make a new life, what’s the
best piece of advice you could give
them?

Find a friendly estate agent – they
do exist – and get them to give you a
guided tour. Spend time driving and
exploring the bars, restaurants and
shops in the surrounding towns
around the villages. Go for walks and
bike rides in the countryside and on
the redways. Visit Acorn House and
see the number of community groups
that are established. Talk to the coun-
cil and the Chamber of Commerce to
see the businesses and services that
are available.

Go to see the MK Dons at stadi-
um:mk and, last but not least, log
onto www.askmk.tv to see all that Milton
Keynes has to offer.

Tell us something about where you
come from which only a local would
know, which you wouldn’t find in the
standard guidebooks.

The term ‘brango’ is a West Indian
street slang word which literally trans-
lated means spicy gossip.

You’re probably aware that MK has
a mixed reputation in the rest of the
UK. You’ve got a fresh pair of eyes,
what would you say to people who
can't find anything good to say about
the city?

It’s easy to criticise something that
you don’t fully understand. The only
way someone can appreciate some-
thing or anywhere is to experience it
first hand. This means you have to
spend a little time and effort to get to
know a place and the people that
make it what it is.

It’s no coincidence that people who
put Milton Keynes down have usually
spent less than a day here, if any time
at all.

The people who live here, in the
main, like it and are even prepared to
defend it. There’s no doubt that Milton
Keynes offers a great lifestyle for
families. However, if you really look for
it, you can find the bad or the good in
anything. In the end it depends on
your attitude and perspective or
seeing what you want to see. For me,
this is my home and I love it, so I
would say to those people: Try it, you
might like it.

>> Social entrepreneur Lincoln Bedeau has lived in MK for
nearly 40 years and runs the innovative internet TV channel
askMK.tv. With deep roots in the city, Lincoln sees plenty of
opportunity for those willing to embrace MK’s ‘can do’ spirit

The MK Mix is supported by
the award-winning Jaipur

Restaurant at Grafton House,
599 Grafton Gate East,

Central Milton Keynes, MK9
1AT. Phone: 01908 669796

Email: info@jaipur.co.uk

>> Would you like to put yourself in the MK Mix hotseat? All you have to do is ask –
email your request to first@mkcitizen.co.uk and we’ll take it from there. You can read

previous MK Mix interviews and find out more about the project at www.themkmix.co.uk

>> News:MK 372279 >> Adverts:MK 371133 >> www.miltonkeynes.co.uk


