
the mk mix
>> Film director and
screenwriter Segun

Oguntola arrived in Milton
Keynes in 2007 after grow-
ing up in Greenwich South
East London and spending
five years developing a film

industry in The Gambia,
West Africa. 

>> He was immediately
struck by how so many

backgrounds and cultures
were represented in the
new city’s population –

and set out to find why so
many people come here to

make a new start, and
become part of the MK

mix. 
>> The people Segun
meets feature in this 

regular Citizen First focus.
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The MK Mix is supported by
the Ramada Encore Milton

Keynes in Midsummer 
Boulebard, CMK. Find out
more about the hotel at

www.encoremiltonkeynes.co.uk
or calling 0870 428 1438

>> Where were you before you came
to Milton Keynes, and what attracted
you to come here?

I arrived in Milton Keynes as a mum
of two, before which I was a training
manager for Charringtons with my part-
ner. 

We came to MK because my eldest
son was four and we couldn’t get him
into a local school in London and even
then we knew we couldn’t afford to buy
a house there. 

We knew someone who lived in MK
and he used to bring the local paper
down to us – so one Tuesday we came
up and bought a house on Stantonbury! 

My first impression was: “It’ll be all
right when the trees grow!”

So here I was at home with two small
children and the first time in my life I
wasn’t working, while my partner was
out working all hours to pay the mort-
gage. 

So MK came as a bit of a shock and I
felt very isolated living on an estate with
no transport and a country bus service.

I was lucky I had a great neighbour
who would take me shopping and I got a
bike and would cycle up to the city cen-
tre and just wander around. 

I found a part-time job with the Living
Archive which was based on Stanton-
bury Campus and really never looked
back. 

>> What’s the most striking differ-
ence you've found between MK and
the place where you’ve lived the
longest? 

I think you either love MK or hate it,
it’s one of those places which stirs up
emotion in people. 

Those of us that have chosen to
come here or arrived by circumstance
defend it fiercely. 

It’s like most places, on a summer or
early autumn day when you walk or drive
along and see all the colours in the
landscaping its fantastic, but when it’s
a wet Wednesday, well then...

I suppose I like it because it is such
a city of contrasts. I now live in Wolver-
ton and so I suppose it is a bit like
being back in London a higher density of
people. 

Yes, it’s not all home-made apple pie
and ‘nice’ – it does have problems but
Utopia doesn’t exist. 

>> Please tell us about all the ways
in which you are involved in MK.

Working for the Living Archive gave
met an insight into the history of MK. 

The projects came from the communi-
ties’ memories and experiences, so you
automatically became involved in com-
munity life and meeting people. We did
large scale community plays involving
large casts and musicians and people
helping backstage and front of house –
up to were 150 people involved in the
production and there were audiences of
more than 1,000. It was hard work and
exhausting but you can still hear people
talk about the plays, which is a testa-
ment to their success. 

I’d love to see something like that
again. I was with Living Archive for 18
years and got to work with many differ-
ent communities on many projects. 

I moved to Madcap in 2003 and
developed the programme there, run-
ning summer schemes for young people
and supporting the development of the
music project. 

We had a fantastic staff team there
all committed to the building and engag-
ing young people.  

Now I run Milton Keynes Community
Enterprise which is supporting individu-
als and community organisations to
look at social enterprise. Having been
involved in the voluntary sector in MK
for 23 years I’ve seen them struggle
and struggled to get grant funding, so
social enterprise could offer a way of
diversifying income. 

In my spare time I help organise
Wolverton Lantern Festival and recently
have supported the setting up of the

Wovlerton and Greenleys Young Peo-
ple’s Group. It’s about getting young
people involved in their communities
and decision making. It’s interesting
that ‘the powers that be’ are approach-
ing them and asking them for their opin-
ions, I hope that this is genuine engage-
ment and not just seen as a box ticking
exercise! 

>> We’re interested in highlighting
ways in which MK’s diversity is work-
ing in practice, so how far have you
spread your net? 

I’ve been fortunate that I have been
able to work with the people of MK. 

I don’t necessarily see them as ‘dif-
ferent groups’ and I think there is a dan-
ger of highlighting differences, at the
end of the day we all have the same
needs no matter where we have come
from. 

But it has been educational for me to
learn about different cultures. The diffi-
culty I find are the ‘gate keepers’ – the
people who say they are the community
leaders and speak for communities,
when generally they are speaking for
themselves. 

Of course this doesn’t apply to every-
one and there are some fantastic com-
munity workers/leaders that share,
encourage and enable people, but I sup-
pose the reality is that if community
development really worked we wouldn’t
need community development workers! 

>> Are you planning to stay in MK
for a fixed time for work or family rea-
sons, or do you think you're here for
good?  

I think I will be in MK for the foresee-
able future. But then I do travel a bit for
work so I’m not here every day. 

Both my sons have their own homes
here. I suppose if I won the lottery I
would consider a move or retire but
then I think I’d be bored. While I’ve still
got the passion for what I do then I’ll
keep doing it. 

>> Sue Quinn is director at Milton Keynes Com-
munity Enterprise and is committed to helping local
entrepreneurs solve social problems through estab-
lishing community interest companies. She’s origi-
nally from London and never thought she’s leave
the capital, but moved to Milton Keynes in 1984
and now knows she’ll never go back.

>> If someone who had never been
to MK before was considering moving
here to make a new life, what's the
best piece of advice you could give
them?

I guess it would be to think about
what sort of life you want. In MK you
can be in a village, new estate or a
town. 

If you want peace and quiet and
somewhere to park your car then proba-
bly moving to Wolverton is not a good
idea! 

However, if you want to walk outside
your front door and take half an hour to
get to the local shop because you’re
talking to your neighbours then Wolver-
ton’s the place. 

>> Tell us something about your
roots  which only a local would know...

Battersea used to be full of laun-
dries as the gentry used to send all
their laundry across the river. The Fal-
con pub on the corner of Battersea
Square is said to have an underground
river tributary that Charles II used to
come and enjoy the delights of the
area! 

>> You’re probably aware that MK
has a mixed reputation in the rest of
the UK. What would you say to people
who can't find anything good to say
about the city?  

If you want to find fault with some-
thing you can. It really depends on your
outlook – if you can’t find anything good
to say about something then say noth-
ing at all.

I was in the Alhambra Palace in
Granada when I heard someone say the
ceilings all looked the same! Some
people aren’t happy unless there’s a
problem.


