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Citizen Fast - our
news service for

people on the move
WANT your favourite local newspaper beamed
direct to your mobile phone?

The Citizen and Citizen First have teamed up with
local company Memogo to bring you Citizen Fast.
It’s available on virtually any mobile phone or inter-
net-connected handheld device.

Let Citizen Fast be your window to what is going
on in Milton Keynes.

With content specially formatted for your small-
screen device, Citizen Fast allows you to stay in
touch.

Get CITIZEN FAST on
your mobile.

Text ‘memo (space)
citizen’ to 82055* and
we will send you the link
to your phone via text
message. Bookmark this
address in your mobile
phone browser.

Citizen Fast costs just
25p* per week.

In addition, your mobile
phone operator may charge
data costs – around 3p to
view the mobile website.

Citizen Fast is powered by
Memogo.

SMS messages sent to
82055 cost 25p each.

Your phone must be
WAP 2.0 enabled.

Your phone operator may apply additional data
charges for internet access.

Here’s what you get....
NEWS Breaking local news headlines.
SPORTS Top stories, scores and results.
GO! Entertainment news and reviews.
PROPERTY TODAY Houses and rooms for rent
and more.
JOBS TODAY Jobs available in Milton Keynes.
MOTORS TODAY Cars for sale

■ Citizen Fast works on all major networks
■ If you have problems accessing the Citizen Fast
service you can email support@memogo.com
■ Office hours technical support is available on
020 7193 2557

Recycled paper made up
87.2 per cent of the raw

materials in UK
newspapers in 2008

If you have any problems with our
delivery service, please let us know

(24 hour message service)

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

FIRST IN THE WEEK FOR
NEWS, SPORT AND ADVERTISING

News . . . . . . . .01908 372279
Advertising . . .01908 371133
Leaflets . . . . . .01908 651237

01908 651284

Napier House,
Auckland Park,

Milton Keynes, MK1 1BU
Published by Premier Newspapers,

a Johnston Press company
Managing director: Paul Gibson

Art for art’s sake...
and the place to
realise your dreams

1. Where are you from ?

I was born in Singapore, travelled around
Malaya and Borneo with my parents and
brother. By the time I came to the UK I was 10,

I had been to 13 different schools. My family
settled near Poole where I went, reluctantly to
school. I failed my 11+ and scraped through my
then O levels, failing Art.

2.What is your career background ?

At that time the only choices that were
given for a career by my school were, bank
clerk, nurse or secretary, none of which I found
inspiring.

I did go to Secretarial College but soon
dropped out, in favour of work and wages.

My ‘career’ encompassed, waitress,
receptionist, door-to-door vacuum cleaner
salesperson, croupier, to name but a few, until I
got I Christmas job with Habitat.

There I stayed for about 15 years, completing
its Management Training Programme, opening
and managing the Norwich store, and travelling
the South and Midlands to work. I was manager
of the Kingston upon Thames store when I left,
and soon had my first baby.

3.Why did you come to Milton Keynes and
how did you get into art ?

With my husband, Roger’s job with BP we
moved to Brussels, where my second son was
born.

We were then relocated back to England.We
moved to Soulbury and for the first time I stayed
at home with my children in England. I met a
woman in the village who was an artist and soon
started a small art class.

I think I was the only one who did her
homework. The first piece of art I sold was at an
exhibition at St Michael’s School in Stewkley,
where my children went. It was amazing,
that someone would actually pay me to do
something that I loved. That was the beginning.

4.What do you find different about Milton
Keynes ?

I find MK an area of many different faces. My
main frustration, when we first moved here, and
still, was finding my way around. A grid system
and an artistic brain are in total conflict for me.

Every roundabout looks the same, and there
are not enough landmarks to identify the area.

I do, however, love the open spaces and walks,
especially as we have three dogs. The feeling of
being in the country, even if you are not.

The trees have been well planned to screen
the estates and the planting of spring bulbs
takes your breath away, when all the banks are
full of daffodils.

For my children, now teenagers, MK is the
place to be. For sports and leisure, where they
meet their friends and the ‘cool’ restaurants.
For me it is John Lewis and Marks &Spencer and
a long walk in between.

5. How has Milton Keynes helped you with
your Art ?

The turning point in my art came for me when
I joined the Milton Keynes Art Society. This is a
group of like-minded, yet diverse people, who
encourage their members to exhibit their work.

To learn and progress by holding workshops,
and best of all, are friendly and happy to
welcome newmembers.

I have exhibited in the AIM gallery in Milton

Keynes, both with the Art Society and other
groups. This is a charitable based gallery, run
by a dedicated team of volunteers. I also took
part in the Big Moo festival in MK, exhibiting in
Middleton Hall.

As always one of the nicest things when
doing this type of exhibition is meeting your
customers face to face, and interacting with
other artists. Milton Keynes is small enough to
know or know of a good many people.

6.What does Art and Milton Keynes offer
you for the future?

Stony Stratford is known as the jewel
of Milton Keynes, and like so many of the
surrounding areas, is steeped in history.We
have been looking for a suitable gallery for some
time, and it is all about... location, location,
location. And now we’ve found it.

Stani, is the Saxon word for Stony, and so the
name The Stani Gallery was devised. I will also
be using the gallery space to paint in myself, so
have taken the title of ‘Artist in Residence’. I am
sure the gallery will encourage people living in
Milton Keynes to come and take a look at Stony
Stratford, if they haven’t already.

7. What advice would you give someone
thinking of coming to Milton Keynes?

Go for it. Milton Keynes has everything you
could want ... space, sport, leisure etc... and is
a thriving cosmopolitan mix of talented people
with plenty of support and help available
whenever you need it.

More than that, it offers you the chance to
realise your dream. In my case,my own art
gallery, so roundabouts notwithstanding, thank
you very much.

ARTIST’S IMPRESSION: Susi Whittaker has realised her dream by opening an art gallery in
Stony Stratford

MK MIX IN CONVERSATIONWITH SUSI WHITTAKER

FILM director and screenwriter
Segun Oguntola arrived in
Milton Keynes in 2007 after
growing up in south-east
London and spending five years
developing a film industry in
the Gambia, west Africa.
He was immediately struck
by how so many cultures and
backgrounds were represented
in the city’s new population
– and set out to find out why
so many people come here to
make a new start, and become
part of the MK Mix.

The Mix is sponsored by
www.themkmixco.uk

SUSI WHITTAKER, a local
artist in Milton Keynes, has
realised her dream and has

opened an art
gallery in Stony Stratford.
A self taught artist, having

failed art at school,
she developed her

passion through the local
Milton Keynes Art Society.


