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the mk mix
>> Film director and
screenwriter Segun

Oguntola arrived in Milton
Keynes in 2007 after grow-
ing up in Greenwich South
East London and spending
five years developing a film

industry in The Gambia,
West Africa.

>> He was immediately
struck by how so many

backgrounds and cultures
were represented in the
new city’s population –

and set out to find why so
many people come here to

make a new start, and
become part of the MK

mix.
>> The people Segun
meets feature in this

regular Citizen First focus.
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The MK Mix is supported by the Ramada Encore Milton Keynes in Midsummer Boulevard, CMK. Find out more about the hotel at www.encoremiltonkeynes.co.uk or calling 0870 428 1438

>> What attracted to you come to
Milton Keynes?

I always liked Milton Keynes
because it reminds me of my birth
place Karachi. Karachi is very flat, no
hills, big roads and lots of round-
abouts and a very multicultural soci-
ety.

>> What's the most striking dif-
ference you've found between MK
and the place you've lived the
longest?

The two main differences between
Karachi and Milton Keynes are obvi-
ous, the food and the weather.
Karachi is very hot, dry and dusty
whereas Milton Keynes, like much of
the UK these days is very wet.

The food is different, too, but
nowadays you can get ingredients for
good old Karachi cooking in most eth-
nic shops around MK.

>> How are you involved in MK
life?

I play cricket for New Bradwell
cricket club and MK Azad and I’m
also a member of MCC.

I also played for Bucks county
cricket for some years before moving
out to play semi-professional cricket
in Yorkshire and then Lancashire.

Singing is also my hobby. We sing
semi-classical Asian songs (ghazal)
and I have had some professional

training from Ustad Mir Mukhtar, a
student of Mehndi Hassan, a very
famous singer from Pakistan.

>> What sort of welcome did you
receive when you came to the UK?

I moved to the UK in the early
1980s with my family to a small town
called Chesham.

I initially worked hard doing all
kinds of odd jobs to pay for my edu-
cation and earn a living at the same
time.

Anywhere you go, when you start
out it can be difficult, but you just
have to work hard.

I joined the financial services
industry in mid 1980s and never
looked back since.

>> How far have you spread your
net so far? Are you happy with your
opportunities to make contact with
all the city’s many communities, or
have you been frustrated along the
way?

In 2004 when the earthquake dis-
aster happened in Pakistan I col-
lected more than £9,000 from the
generous community in Milton
Keynes and personally took the aid
to the needy villages of Pakistan.

I am very grateful to the people of
Milton Keynes for their generous con-
tribution, it just shows the real char-
acter of the people in the city and

demonstrates that communities can
make a difference when they pull
together.

>> Are you planning to stay in MK
for a fixed time for work or family
reasons, or do you think you’re here
for good?

I met my wife in Milton Keynes and
we both decided to settle here.

Both my sons were born in Milton
Keynes Hospital where the care was
excellent.

I love Milton Keynes, it is a friendly
welcoming city. I have a great circle
of friends from various cultural back-
grounds.

MK is also a very child-friendly city
with lots of facilities for children,
Airkix and the indoor ski slope are
very special and popular attractions.

The Theatre District and The Hub
have bars and restaurants to cater
for all tastes.

It has all the amenities of a big city
without the noise and pollution, so I
don’t have any plans to leave. I am
very settled here.

>> If someone who had never
been to MK before was considering
moving here to make a new life,
what’s the best piece of advice you
could give them?

My advice would be to have a look
around Milton Keynes first, because

it is not everybody’s cup of tea.
But if you are looking for a diverse,

multicultural, dynamic, vibrant city all
in one place then Milton Keynes is
definitely the place for you.

>> Tell us something you’re
particularly proud of that not many
people would know

I play cricket for New Bradwell
Cricket Club in the Morrant Four Coun-
ties Premier League.

In 2004 I broke four records. I got
the highest number of runs in the
league and got two double centuries
in the same year, and I also recorded
the highest individual score of 215
not out.

That was the season in which I
also hit 40 runs in a single over. I am
quite proud of that!

>> What would you say to people
who can’t find anything good to say
about the city?

If you have a young family and want
a clean and safe environment with
lots of amenities and decent schools,
then Milton Keynes is the place to be.

>> Temoor Alam lives in
Bancroft and runs his success-
ful Temoor Financial Services
business from Wolverton, and
is also well known as an
outstanding cricketer. He was
born in Karachi, Pakistan, and
moved to Milton Keynes in the
late 1980s.

First for NEWS

Green Flag commendation
for our superb parkland

Locals fight tide
of new homes
VILLAGERS are rallying to protect
centuries-old Lower Weald near
Calverton as the tide of new housing
sweeps westwards.

Milton Keynes Council is gathering
views of area residents over the next
few weeks on how the 15th century
village can be safeguarded against
what it describes as “unsuitable
development.”

Massive estates that will be home to
a population the size of Newport
Pagnell will soon rise up a stone’s
throw away to the south.

Council officers want to gauge
support for extending the boundaries
of a conservation area designated 40
years ago to include farmland
surrounding the village.

Lower Weald boasts a manor house,
medieval church and almshouses
among other ancient features.

There are also remnants of hundreds
of years of farming.

Senior planning officer Martin Ellison
said: “Most of the proposed extension
to the conservation area is fields which,
although ploughed in the medieval
period, have been used as pasture for
the last 500 years, preserving the
distinctive ridges and furrows of the
open field system.”

The public is being asked to
comment by September 15.

>> Email your views, see p 2

A SECOND loca l park has
been ranked among the best
in Britain.

New Bradwell local park fol-
lows Chepstow Drive Park in
being awarded a Green Flag
commendation by the Civic
Trust.

The honour – similar to the
blue-flag rating for beaches –
goes to parks with a good
environment and which are
safe places for adults and chil-
dren to enjoy their leisure time.

The judges noted New Brad-
well had a good toddlers’ play
and teen area with hard
standing for sports, and that
it was “clearly popular” with
local people.

An “enthusiastic team” of
workers looking after the
facility was also praised.

Cllr Chris Williams, cabinet
member for the environment,
sa id : “We know res idents
appreciate our parks and we
have always thought they are
among some of the best in
the country.

Now an independent body
has recognised this fact.

“It is good to see that the
commitment of the council
and our staff to provide great
places for people to enjoy
open spaces within the city is
being rewarded by winning of
the Green Flag quality awards
at New Bradwell and Chep-
stow Drive local parks.”

Pau l Todd , of the award
scheme, said the increasing
number of Green Flag award

winners h igh l ighted the
important role parks played in
bringing people together and
improv ing the i r qua l i ty of
life.”

In ce lebrat ion , fami l ies
joined in a special conserva-
tion event at the park.

Many turned up to make hay
the traditional way with rakes
and pitchforks.

Staff from Milton Keynes
Council landscape services
and the British Trust for Con-
servation Volunteers helped.

Diane Evans, Ouse Valley
l ia ison off icer for Mi l ton
Keynes Council, said the fun
event was just one of a num-
ber planned in the park over
the next 12 months.

by Doug Smith
doug.smith@mkcitizen.co.uk

CLLR CHRIS WILLIAMS:
We have always thought
our parks are among some
of the best in the country

>> What do you think of our city parks? Give us your views
by emailing feedback@mkcitizen.co.uk


