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Here’s what you get....
NEWS Breaking local news headlines and photos,
top stories and opinion columns.
SPORTS Top stories, scores and results from the MK
Dons, MK Lions and MK Lightning, plus other sporting
news.
GO! Entertainment news and reviews on what is going
on in Milton Keynes.
PROPERTY TODAY A list of houses and rooms for
rent in Milton Keynes, plus much other useful informa-
tion.
JOBS TODAY A list of jobs available in
Milton Keynes.
MOTORS TODAY A list of cars for sale
categorised in a variety of price points for ease of naviga-
tion.

■ Citizen Fast works on all major networks.
■ If you have problems accessing the Citizen Fast service you
can email support@memogo.com
■Office hours technical support is available on 020 7193 2557.

WANT your favourite local newspaper beamed direct to your
mobile phone?

Fancy a preview of what’s in the paper before it arrives through
the letterbox?

Now you can! The Citizen and Citizen First have teamed up
with local company Memogo to bring you Citizen Fast.

Milton Keynes Citizen news and information is now available on
virtually any mobile phone or internet-connected
handheld device.

Let Citizen Fast be your window to what is going on in Milton
Keynes, anywhere you go, any time of the day.

With content specially formatted for your small-screen device,
Citizen Fast allows you to stay in touch with what is coming in
the paper, as well as keeping you informed on what is going on in

Milton Keynes 24/7.
Get CITIZEN FAST on your mobile.
Text ‘memo (space) citizen’ to 82055* and we will send you

the link to your phone via text message.
Bookmark this address in your mobile phone browser and you’ll

always have robust, up-to-date mobile news and information from
Citizen Fast available whenever you need it.

Citizen Fast costs just 25p* per week.
In addition, your mobile phone operator may charge data costs

– around 3p to view the mobile website.
Citizen Fast is powered by Memogo.
SMS messages sent to 82055 cost 25p each. Your phone

must be WAP 2.0 enabled. Your phone operator may apply addi-
tional data charges for internet access.

Originally from Leicester, fashion
designer Nimisha Chotai sees
Milton Keynes as the perfect base

for her young internet fashion store and her
equally young family.

WWhhoo aarree yyoouu aanndd wwhhaatt iiss yyoouurr bbaacckkggrroouunndd??
My background is Indian, as my parents are both

Indians who were born in Africa. My father was born
in Kenya and my mother in Uganda. They came to
this country after all the trouble that broke out
with Idi Amin. I myself was born and brought up in
Leicester.

I studied for a BSC in pharmaceutical sciences
at Kingston University. In 1998, after I graduated, I
came back home to Leicester where I set up my
own Indian clothing business. This kept me busy
and provided me with an income in the interval
between graduating and landing my first job a year
later. For me, university and my degree had always
been something to fall back on. I always knew one
day I would have my own business.

From 1999 to 2003, I worked as a medical rep
in Leicester until I met my husband. After our
wedding Ronnie and I moved to Watford to set up
home and I began working as a Medical Rep again
until 2005 when we had our first child, a daughter,
who we named Shanaiya. Wanting to be a full time
mother I decided to re-start my clothing business
online and call it www.shanaiya.com

WWhhaatt aattttrraacctteedd ttoo yyoouu ccoommee ttoo MMKK iinn tthhee ffiirrsstt
ppllaaccee??

Well, my husband Ronnie is a Londoner and he
was reluctant to move anywhere away from the
M25! However, when someone suggested Milton
Keynes to us we decided to come and see it for
ourselves. We loved it straight away. What struck
us was how open-planned and not congested
everything was. There were also plenty of parks,
which appealed to us because we have young
children.

At this stage, Shanaiya was growing up and I
was looking to get back into work. I knew I no
longer wanted to go back to being a medical rep
and thought the move to MK would be a great time
to get my own business off the ground. There is a
large Asian community here and I met many local
Asians who were interested in the designer Indian
saris my company specialises in so I knew there
would be a demand for my stock. The fact that the
city already had Asian clothes shops and jewellers
reinforced this belief for me. But the most impor-
tant question we had to ask ourselves when con-
sidering moving to MK was, did we want to bring up
our children here? After checking out the schools in
the city the answer for my husband and I was “Defi-
nitely.” That stamped it and we made the move to
the city in April 2006.

WWhhaatt’’ss tthhee mmoosstt ssttrriikkiinngg ddiiffffeerreennccee yyoouu''vvee
ffoouunndd bbeettwweeeenn MMKK aanndd tthhee ppllaaccee wwhheerree yyoouu''vvee
lliivveedd tthhee lloonnggeesstt??

It’s just so peaceful! In Leicester, although you
may live in a nice house and in a nice area, every-
thing has to be planned before you can go any-
where. When we wanted to go shopping, for
instance, we used to have to plan and make sure
we left enough time for traffic on the roads. Even
when the shopping centre was about 10 minutes
away it could take 35 minutes to get there
because of the traffic. But in MK it’s so peaceful to
drive. I known it sounds weird, but the roads are so

good! You don’t get stressed out. You can get up
and nip out somewhere and still have the rest of
the day to do things. You can drive around knowing
you’re not going to be stuck in traffic for hours and
that nothing is too far away. It gives you more
freedom. We can spend our whole day doing four
different things now instead of just one. I’ve also
noticed such a change in my husband when he
drives back from work now. He’s much less
stressed and tired and looks so much calmer.
What’s really great is Ronnie used to ring before
he left the office to say he’d finished work and it
would still take him another good hour or so in
travel before he was actually home with us. Now
he’s home in about 10 minutes, which means we
can spend more time together as a family.

PPlleeaassee tteellll uuss aabboouutt aallll tthhee wwaayyss iinn wwhhiicchh yyoouu aarree
iinnvvoollvveedd iinn MMKK lliiffee..

Well my husband works as a financial analyst
for Homebase in Milton Keynes and I’ve recently
officially re-launched my online business and I’m
trying very hard to cater for and aim at locals.
We’re also members of the MK Hindu Association
and are now getting involved with our eldest
daughter’s school and my younger daughter Nikki’s
nursery.

My business initiated my ability to get more
involved with designing. Now I am regularly giving
MK people tips on blouse designs and Indian suit
designs. I also enjoy the process of organising an
Indian fashion show and dinner and dance evening
here in MK. I hold regular open days for
Shanaiya.com which helps me meet more people
and promote my business.

HHooww eeaassyy hhaavvee yyoouu ffoouunndd iitt ttoo sseettttllee hheerree??
It was easy to settle here. In our neighbourhood

everyone was friendly so we’ve made friends there
as well as through Ronnie’s work and my company.
But to be honest we have found it a bit difficult to
make friends in the Asian community as there
needs to be a bit more community events around
Milton Keynes to help bring people closer to-
gether. It was very frustrating to see that there is
NO high street fashion Indian store in Milton
Keynes and after speaking to some people found
that people from Milton Keynes would have to
travel to London or Leicester to pick up the latest
in Indian fashion. Thus I launched www.shanaiya.com
to help local people get the very latest in Indian
fashion at the convenience of their doorstep; this

not only saves them time and money but also
gives them a more personalised shopping experi-
ence. I have many ideas to use my business to
hold more community events to bring people of MK
together.

WWee''rree iinntteerreesstteedd iinn hhiigghhlliigghhttiinngg wwaayyss iinn wwhhiicchh
MMKK''ss ddiivveerrssiittyy iiss wwoorrkkiinngg iinn pprraaccttiiccee,, ssoo hhooww ffaarr
hhaavvee yyoouu sspprreeaadd yyoouurr nneett ssoo ffaarr??

I was a lot more involved with the Asian and
Hindu (Lohana) community in Leicester but in
Milton Keynes I find we’re a bit more spread out
which makes it harder to meet people. We have
made friends in both the non-Asian and Asian com-
munities though, especially through my business,
the kids starting school and Ronnie joining a local
football team. Also, as my kids are still very young,
a lot of my time is spent with them so I haven’t
necessarily been able to be involved with that
many specific things just yet. But I do plan to get
more and more involved as my business has
started to open a lot of doors for me.

AArree yyoouu ppllaannnniinngg ttoo ssttaayy iinn MMKK ffoorr aa ffiixxeedd ttiimmee
ffoorr wwoorrkk oorr ffaammiillyy rreeaassoonnss,, oorr ddoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk yyoouu''rree
hheerree ffoorr ggoooodd??

We’re here for good! The kids are starting
school, Ronnie is happy with his job and
Shanaiya.com is just taking off and doing really
well. Unless the MK lifestyle changes and the city
gets too congested, we’re not going anywhere.

WWhhaatt’’ss tthhee bbeesstt ppiieeccee ooff aaddvviiccee yyoouu ccoouulldd ggiivvee
ssoommeeoonnee ccoonnssiiddeerriinngg mmoovviinngg ttoo MMKK ttoo mmaakkee aa nneeww
lliiffee??

Do it. Don’t think twice, though it depends on
what they want. For example, if they want a fast-
paced lifestyle Milton Keynes still has a lot of this
but obviously it’s not London. If they’re looking for
a family-based lifestyle then I would recommend
MK. Milton Keynes does more for kids than any-
where I have lived. When we first moved here I got
a leaflet through the door listing local activities
and facilities available for children and their par-
ents I think it was from the council. I’ve never seen
anything like that before where you are directly
informed about these types of things.

TTeellll uuss ssoommeetthhiinngg aabboouutt wwhheerree yyoouu ccoommee ffrroomm
wwhhiicchh oonnllyy aa llooccaall wwoouulldd kknnooww,, wwhhiicchh yyoouu wwoouullddnn’’tt
ffiinndd iinn tthhee ssttaannddaarrdd gguuiiddeebbooookkss..

One thing about Leicester that is really good is
its ethnic and religious community structure. It’s
not as split up as it is in Milton Keynes so it’s
easier to get to know people from a certain ethnic
or religious community.

The one thing I miss from Leicester is my family.
But that’s a personal thing and the only thing MK
can’t offer!

YYoouu''rree pprroobbaabbllyy aawwaarree tthhaatt MMKK hhaass aa mmiixxeedd rreeppuu--
ttaattiioonn iinn tthhee rreesstt ooff tthhee UUKK.. YYoouu’’vvee ggoott aa ffrreesshh ppaaiirr
ooff eeyyeess,, wwhhaatt wwoouulldd yyoouu ssaayy ttoo ppeeooppllee wwhhoo ccaann''tt
ffiinndd aannyytthhiinngg ggoooodd ttoo ssaayy aabboouutt tthhee cciittyy??

I would say that they haven’t given it a chance.
They haven’t been to Milton Keynes to know it. You
have to live here to know it, not just hear from
others that it’s not for you.

the mk mix
>> Film director and
screenwriter Segun

Oguntola arrived in Milton
Keynes in 2007 after

growing up in South East
London and spending five
years developing a film
industry in The Gambia,

West Africa.

>> He was immediately
struck by how so many

backgrounds and cultures
were represented in the
new city’s population –

and set out to find why so
many people come here to

make a new start, and
become part of the MK

mix.

>> The people Segun
meets feature in this

regular Citizen First focus.

The MK Mix is supported by
the award-winning Jaipur

Restaurant at Grafton House,
599 Grafton Gate East,

Central Milton Keynes, MK9
1AT. Phone: 01908 669796

Email: info@jaipur.co.uk

>> Would you like to put yourself in the MK Mix hotseat? All you
have to do is ask – email your request to first@mkcitizen.co.uk and we’ll
take it from there. You can read previous MK Mix interviews and

find out more about the project at www.themkmix.co.uk

MK at your fingertips with Citizen Fast


