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Fiery backlash for MPNext year will see a
bigger bloomin’effort
MILTON Keynes has its eye on gold next year
after picking up a creditable Silver Gilt award in
the Large City category of the Britain in Bloom
competition.

And there was success elsewhere with
Wolverton & Greenleys and Olney winning
Silver Gilt in the Urban and Small Town
categories respectively.

Judges said MK scored well on everything
from floral displays, community involvement,
cleanliness, recycling and sustainability.

Newport Pagnell’s pubs and the Mead’s
Close community garden were given a special
mention.

More seats,better
trains for commuters
LONDON Midland is doubling the number of
seats on one of its most popular commuter
trains into the city.

Demand for the 19.45 London Euston to
Milton Keynes service has become increasingly
popular so the number of carriages have been
doubled from four to eight.

From December the majority of peak
morning arrivals into London Euston will have
12 extra carriages. In addition, the new Class
350 Desiros are being introduced to replace
older Class 321 trains.

A WARNING by MP Mark
Lancaster of possible cuts to
fire services has provoked fierce
reaction from a
government minister.

Mr Lancaster condemned
moves to shut down the area fire
control room at Aylesbury and
route emergency calls to a re-
gional centre near Portsmouth.

He said: “I fear that local fire
services for Milton Keynes and
Buckinghamshire face cuts, or
the fire levy on council tax will
have to rise, in order to pay the
soaring bill for fire regionalisa-
tion.

“There are better ways to
improve our fire services than
creating distant call centres
based on the arbitrary regional
government boundaries.”

He believed the plan would
result in loss of local knowledge
and expertise and substantial
cost.

The proposals were “mired in

chaos” with a “shambolic” proj-
ect that was already delayed and
£400 million over budget, he
said.

Fire minister Parmjit Dhanda
replied: “This is misleading. Peo-
ple shouldn’t play politics with
people’s lives. Our firefighters
and the public deserve the very
best which is why we are provid-
ing the most advanced technical
support to any fire service in the
world.

“Even in Mark Lancaster’s own
constituency, local people and
firefighters will benefit from hav-
ing all eight of the capabilities
that FireControl (the new sys-
tem) will bring, whereas currently
they have only two.”

He said the total cost of the
project was £360 million, which
was being borne by the govern-
ment.
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the mk mix
>> Film director and
screenwriter Segun

Oguntola arrived in Milton
Keynes in 2007 after grow-
ing up in Greenwich South
East London and spending
five years developing a film

industry in The Gambia,
West Africa.

>> He was immediately
struck by how so many

backgrounds and cultures
were represented in the
new city’s population –

and set out to find why so
many people come here to

make a new start, and
become part of the MK

mix.
>> The people Segun
meets feature in this

regular Citizen First focus.

The MK Mix is supported by
the Ramada Encore Milton

Keynes in Midsummer
Boulevard, CMK. Find out
more about the hotel at

www.encoremiltonkeynes.co.uk
or calling 0870 428 1438

>> What attracted to you come to
Milton Keynes?

I was born in 1972 in Aylesbury –
there wasn’t a hospital in MK then –
and I have lived in MK most of my life
apart from brief stints dancing
abroad and living in Wellingborough
for a year.

I studied business and finance at
Woughton College and after that
worked for Samson Transport for six
years in accounts and then five years
at Cable & Wireless as a senior
billing analyst.

Then I decided if I was going to
work in an office, I had to do some-
thing I enjoyed or could get my teeth
into and joined the Milton Keynes
Arts Association who were based at
Madcap in Wolverton at the time.

I got into singing when I was about
18 and I have been in many bands
over the years and got into song-writ-
ing in the mid-1990s.

I’ve been fortunate to have sup-
ported Roy Ayres, Courtney Pine and
meet and play on the same stage as
the late great James Brown!

I also played Glastonbury a few
times with one of my bands.

I had top 20 UK chart success
back in early 2000 and the video was
filmed in Brixton!

I have also featured on a number
of underground records over the
years.

Even after all of that I am still wait-
ing for my break as a solo artist in
my own right.

>> How are you involved in MK
life?

I’m an administrator at the Milton
Keynes Arts Association, we are fun-

ders and supporters of the arts.
This is an important job for me

liaising with people and supporting
anything to do with the arts in Milton
Keynes as I try to do my bit to add to
the artistic diversity of the city.

I try to help with networking and
keeping people informed as much as
possible.

I’m actually in two bands at the
moment – Soul Selecta and Sweet
Felicity Arkwright – but I am also a
solo artist in my own right and I have
just finished recording a new demo
and I’m working hard to promote that
at the moment, so as well as promot-
ing the arts, I keep myself active as a
recording artist.

>> Have you found the city
welcoming?

I have seen MK grow and develop
into what it is today but I still think
there is a way to go to develop cul-
ture and have real soul.

There are a lot of talented artists
here trying to do something and
make a difference but struggle with
lack of resources, venues or support
for example.

It seems extremely difficult to
reach people and make them aware
of what is going on and also to hold
on to any interest that is there.

People seem to get deflated
quickly and give up. I guess this
might be the challenge for any devel-
oping city.

I’m fortunate that through my role
at MKAA I have been exposed to a lot
of variety and diversity such as Indian
dance, African storytelling, Islamic Art
and so on, but as a performer I
recently attended and performed at

the first ever Cultural Diversity Ball at
the Milton Keynes Stadium which
was a fantastic event!

>> How far have you spread your
net? Are you happy with your oppor-
tunities to make contact with all the
city’s many communities, or have
you been frustrated along the way?

My partner has only been here for
a few years – he has found it hard to
settle in MK. He doesn’t drive and
finds it quite hard to get about on the
bus service.

He was commuting to London for a
while but does not miss that at all!

I think he now appreciates the dif-
ference between working in London
and in MK. You can breathe fresh air
and actually have space to walk
around!

On the downside, he misses Lon-
don's vibrancy.

I have made a lot of good life-long
friends here but my main challenge
with MK is that there is nowhere for
me to perform, and live music venues
seem to close all the time.

I and many others like me are sim-
ply not catered for and have to keep
looking outside of the city which is a
bit of a letdown.

If I could find investment I would
start my own music venue – now
there's a thought! I have dreams of
there being a Jazz Café in Milton
Keynes. Think of the diversity that
would bring!

>> Are you planning to stay in MK
for a fixed time, or do you think
you’re here for good?

What attracts me to stay in MK
has always been my family and
friends and I think Milton Keynes is a

nice place to live – but I’m not sure
it’s the right place to be for an up
and coming singer wanting to be dis-
covered.

I do have plans to move on at
some point and follow my singing
career but will always have a base
here and strong connections.

For me, MK still has a way to go to
be where I want it be in terms of live
venues and a vibrant music scene.

Although I know it will get there,
I’m not sure it will happen fast
enough for me.

>> If someone who had never
been to MK before was considering
moving here to make a new life,
what’s the best piece of advice you
could give them?

I would say you have to be pre-
pared to ride through the challenges
or try and make changes yourself – in
MK you have to make things happen!
You need patience and lots of it – oh,
and make sure you can drive!

>> What would you say to people
who can’t find anything good to say
about the city?

You don’t feel claustrophobic here,
there are plenty of open spaces, it’s
a safe environments for children,
great schools, good leisure facilities
and great places to eat...and the
best is yet to come...

>> Nicky Prince, the
daughter of an English mum
and a Jamaican dad, has
lived in Milton Keynes for
most of her life. She’s an
administrator with the Milton
Keynes Arts Association and
has enjoyed a varied career
as a singer.

by Doug Smith
doug.smith@mkcitizen.co.uk

LEFT, right, left, right... these
former servicemen marched
into the city last week to raise
funds for Troop Aid, a charity
which supplies essential aids
to injured troops at Selly Oak
Hospital in Birmingham, as
well as UK medical stations in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

The charity’s three founders
– Al Sutton, Derek Joss and
John O’Rourke – braved the
English summer to walk from
Birmingham to London’s
Wellington Barracks.

To help the trio reach their
£5,000 target, visit the website
at www.troopaid.co.uk.


