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We are the Premier Airport
Transfer / Taxi company in Bucks!

visit us at www.airportsdirectmk.com
t: 01908 22 55 23 or 0800 707 6003 • e: info@airportsdirectmk.com

For all your Holiday & Business Travel needs!

Licensed to hold
Civil Wedding
Ceremonies/
Partnerships

STRICTLY
NO TRAINERS

Smart Casual Dress
Over 18’s ONLY

All Friday/Saturday nights include a superb hot & cold buffet with a choice of sweets
& cheeses, and don’t forget the Chocolate Fountain

** Thursdays include a pie/sausage and mash meal with dessert.

The Management reserve the right to change the menu or programme without prior notice. E&OE

FREE Parking

Box Office: 01908 372277 - Pre-Booking Essential
Wilton Hall, Wilton Avenue, Milton Keynes, MK3 6BN

Westlife / Boyzone Tribute with Boyzlife - Friday 28th January - £23.00pp
The Conmitments Tribute - Saturday 29th January - £25.00pp

Soul Party Night with Souled Out - Friday 4th February - £23.00ppco
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70s/80s Party Night
with Boogie Wonderband

Saturday 22nd January
£25.00pp

Milton Keynes Premier Cabaret Venue to Dine, Dance and Party the Night Away

Don’t forget to book your Christmas Party...
Bootleg Bee Gees

Friday 14th January
£23.00pp

Grease, Pulp Fiction &

Dirty Dancing with The Jets

Saturday 15th January
£25.00pp

The Sounds of Motown
with Hitsville

Friday 21st January
£23.00pp

THE MK MIX– sponsored by Hotel Different Drummer, Al’Tamborista Vine, The Wine Bar

David Ridley is a safety expert with 
Bucks Fire and Rescue Service. David 
sees people with an ‘open mind’ most 
likely to benefit from the city’s many 
opportunities.

1. Who are you and what is your 
background? 

My name is David Ridley and I am one 
of two BF&RS Partnership Managers 
working in Safer MK (Community Safety 
Partnership) offices in Milton Keynes. 
I was born in London and I had an 
A-level college education and a varied 
career featuring telecommunications; 
transport and the RAF. However, my 
favourite career was as a registered NHS 
Paramedic with the Ambulance Service 
(for 21 years) both at home and overseas. 
I am also a qualified TEFL teacher and 
spent seven years in the Czech Republic 
teaching language.

2. What attracted to you come to 
MK in the first place? 

I was working with the Oxfordshire 
Fire & Rescue Service as a Community 
Safety Advisor (children/young people). 
I applied for my current post in 2008 to 
broaden my workplace experience and 
improve my conditions. 

3. What’s the most striking 
difference you’ve found between MK 
and the place where you have lived 
the longest? 

I spent most of my working life in the 
West Country (Somerset/Devon). So 
moving to a ‘New Town’ could have been 
problematic.

However, MK is physically ‘rich’ with 
abundant trees and vast areas of water. 
Therefore, the transition was not so 
great, especially since I live in a village 

on the western edge of MK and enjoy the 
leafy lanes and quieter pace of life.

MK seems to be relishing in its status 
of fastest expanding town in UK, however, 
I am not so sure the infrastructure 
needed to encompass the rapidly 
growing population will be adequate in 
years to come. 

4. Tell us about all the ways in which 
you are involved in MK Life. 

I am a single person and tend to 
socialise outside of MK, only because 
most of my friends live in other parts of 
the county and country.

My work takes me to all areas of MK 

and I meet people from all occupations 
and lifestyles. There is a constant need 
to educate and inform the public about 
safety matters, which because of the 
bad name of Health & Safety, has to be 
achieved with humour and cooperation. 

We have many issues such as high 
arson statistics, road traffic collisions, 
not helped by the fast grid roads and 
numerous roundabouts, and general fire 
safety with which we deal daily. 

5. How easy have you found it to 
settle here? 

I have been in MK since July 2008 and, 
while I live in the Aylersbury Vale District 
Council area, I have easily settled in my 
work-based location in the centre of MK. 
I think the city is reasonably welcoming 
to newcomers from many diverse ethnic 
backgrounds.

6. We are interested in highlighting 
ways in which MK’s diversity is 
working in practice, so how far have 
you spread your net?  

I am currently working with 
several groups of newcomers to the 
city – developing our work with the 
African, Asian, Caribbean and Polish 
communities.

It can be difficult to reach some 
groups, as there are cultural differences 
that make our work harder to achieve. 
I like to work with community leaders 
in order to build up trust and efficient 
cooperation between communities.

7. Are you planning to stay in MK for 
a fixed time? 

I have no plans to leave the area, 
although I keep my work and social 
options open. 

8. If someone who had never been 
to MK before was considering moving 
here what’s the best piece of advice 
you could give them?

I would say that you need to develop 
your social life to encompass all the 
myriad activities that can be enjoyed in 
MK. You will make friends in and around 
MK and to take full advantage of the 
opportunities for work, learning and 
social life that exist here.

9. Tell us something about the city/
country of your origins which only a 
local would know. 

I was raised in London but have moved 
around the globe since then. I consider 
myself to be an avid traveller and love 
visiting various cultures. London is a 
vibrant, exciting city.

10. What would you say to people 
who cannot find anything good to say 
about the city?  

There is a ‘go ahead’ feeling that 
permeates the city and don’t forget 
those trees and water courses to relax 
the spirit. The proof of the pudding is in 
the eating and so I would recommend 
anybody who is open minded to come 
and savour its delights.

Phone: +44 (0)1908 564733 
www.hoteldifferentdrummer.co.uk
info@hoteldifferentdrummer.co.uk

FILM director and 
screenwriter Segun 
Oguntola arrived in Milton 
Keynes in 2007 after 
growing up in south-east 
London and spending 
five years developing 
a film industry in the 
Gambia, west Africa. He 
was immediately struck 
by how so many cultures 
and backgrounds were 
represented in the city’s 
new population and set 
out how to find out why so 
many people come here 
to make a new start, and 

become part 
of the MK Mix.

Fired up with enthusiasm  

OPEN MIND: David Ridley

Advert ID:MAP243770
57.722 mm by50 mm

Booking Code:MAP243770
Customer ID:Premier Newspapers (Promo-

tional) Free Volume
Colour:4

First Appearance:30/11/10
Last Appearance:14/12/10

first for news
first for features
and first for fun


