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the mk mix
>> Film director and screen-

writer Segun Oguntola
arrived in Milton Keynes in
2007 after growing up in
Greenwich South East

London and spending five
years developing a film
industry in The Gambia,

West Africa.
>> He was immediately
struck by how so many

backgrounds and cultures
were represented in the
new city’s population –

and set out to find why so
many people come here to

make a new start, and
become part of the MK mix.
>> The people Segun meets

feature in this
regular Citizen First focus.

The MK Mix is supported by
the Ramada Encore Milton

Keynes in Midsummer
Boulevard, CMK. Find out
more about the hotel at

www.encoremiltonkeynes.co.uk
or call 0870 428 1438

>> Where were you before you came to
Milton Keynes, and what attracted you to
come here?

I was born and raised in Southern Africa
and have lived in most of the SADC coun-
tries – from Zambia across to Tanzania and
down to South Africa (except Zimbabwe) –
the result of my father working in the mining
industry.

To continue the family trend, I then
worked in international and community
development and regeneration across most
of the Sub-Saharan Africa countries. I also
did some stints of work in other countries
such Canada, Argentina, Portugal to name
a few.

I did missionary work for six months
after finishing high school and was then
called up to do my national military service.
I saw active service and eventually did
almost three years in the military.

I then worked briefly as farm manager to
earn extra money before going to university.
I did a BSc/BEd combination over four
years in general science and biology teach-
ing, as well as specialising as a career and
vocational guidance teacher in the BEd
year.

I taught for a while but felt that there
were even greater challenges in the socio-
political and socio-economic turmoil cover-
ing Africa and South Africa.

To summarise the rest of my career in
Africa, it is best to say that I worked in mar-
ginalised and deprived communities across
a range of projects from second chance
education to teaching people organic food
production and starting small companies
and cooperatives.

My work focussed on empowering indi-
viduals, communities and organisations to
help break free from various forms of dis-
empowerment such as discrimination, lim-
ited or no resources, lack of government
action.

I met my wife Georgina, who is British, in
Africa, where we got married on a game
farm. After years in Africa, we decided to
move back to the UK.

We have been back for just over nine
years now. Most of this time I worked in
community development and regeneration
in East Anglia, and this is also where I did
my MSc in environment and community
development as a mature student at the
UEA.

I have been here in Milton Keynes for
almost six months and I am only just start-

ing to settle in.
>> What attracted you to come to MK?
I was attracted by a job opportunity at

the Milton Keynes City Discovery Centre,
based at the heritage site of Bradwell
Abbey.

The reputation of Milton Keynes as a
dynamic and developing new city definitely
played a significant role, contrary to other
people’s quips about roundabouts and con-
crete cows.

The role as director and managing the
SAM (Scheduled Ancient Monument) site of
Bradwell Abbey posed some very interest-
ing challenges and new opportunities for
me to tackle – and that is why I am here.

>> What’s the most striking difference
you've found between MK and the place
where you’ve lived the longest?

Milton Keynes is one of the most
dynamic and interesting places I have lived
in for a long time. I have lived and worked
in East Anglia for the last eight years and in
comparison to Norwich, which would have
been the nearest city.

Milton Keynes is buzzing. Buzzing with
people and culture, buzzing with shops and
entertainment, buzzing with development
and growth – and much, much more.

I specifically enjoy the contrast of city
and natural environment, the mix of rural
and urban, the integration of historic and
modern, and the can-do-attitude of Milton
Keynes and its people.

>> Please tell us about all the ways in
which you are involved in MK life?

I am actively involved in a number of
local networks, initiatives and organisa-
tions. As part of my role at the City Discov-
ery Centre my team and I interact with
many local institutions, community and
third sector groups, the general public and
local government bodies.

The list is exhaustive, but I would like to
highlight our joint project with the OU in
which we are working with many of the local
secondary schools and students to pro-
mote.

Geography as a subject and for this pur-
pose we are developing an e-learning solu-
tion that looks at urban design and plan-
ning.

>> How easy have you found it to settle
here?

I have only been in MK for six months,
but I can honestly say that people have
been very warm and welcoming, and many
of the key role players and stakeholders in

both the community/third sector and the
local business community have been keen
to include me in their networks and help
me meet people and promote the work of
CDC.

The one big frustration that I have is that
we are, as are most charities, always strug-
gling to get appropriate funding from local
government and the local commercial sec-
tor.

We have so much to offer and such a lot
we want to do and achieve over the next
three to five years in education.

The second frustration I have is the lack
of joined up thinking and joint working
among many of the charitable, community
and third sector organisations, as well as
the lack of joint working between govern-
ment bodies and these organisations.

The common good, eventual gains to
and outcomes for the beneficiaries are
often compromised by institutional protec-
tionism and egos.

I hasten to add that unfortunately this is
not unique to MK.

>> How far have you spread your net so
far? Are you happy with your opportunities
to make contact with all the city’s many
communities, or have you been frustrated
along the way?

During the last five months I must have
met close to a thousand people, if not
more.

This would be local people as well as all
the British and foreign visitors we deal with
in our professional capacity and as an edu-
cational institution.

Our visitors come from as far afield as
Australia, China, Russia and Iraq and as
close to home as Bradwell village or Oak-
grove School.

As a cosmopolitan traveller or world-
gypsy myself, I always try and find more
than just the indigenous and have discov-
ered many socio-cultural and ‘newcomer’
groups.

MK is definitely a very diverse and inter-
esting city culturally.

I would like to make all the people of Mil-
ton Keynes more aware of our existence,
our library and archive on the history of MK,
as well as the fact that the Bradwell Abbey
site is open to the public and that we hold
many events here such as the Togfest and
H3 Christian music festivals, the Barrel Bik-
ers Bike Show and a Wildlife Fun Day.

The SAM site will also be open with her-
itage tours/talks on the first Sunday of the

>> Henk van Aswegen is
originally from South Africa.

He’s a development and
community regeneration

specialist, and the director of
the Milton Keynes City

Discovery Centre

month from April to September next year.
>> Are you planning to stay in MK for a

fixed time or do you think you’re here for
good?

I have agreed to a long-term commit-
ment in this post, as I think the work at
CDC and Bradwell Abbey will pose enough
challenges and opportunities to keep me
going for quite a while. I have many
medium to long-term ideas for both the
SAM site and the CDC project.

>> If someone who had never been to
MK before was considering moving here
to make a new life, what's the best piece
of advice you could give them?

If I have to give people advice about MK
and moving to MK, I would say don’t listen
to any of those sceptical and disparaging
remarks.

Come and experience the city and all it
has to offer for yourself before you decide.

Even better come on one of our lecture
and tour sessions and you will get all the
facts and information you need.

>> Tell us something about the
city/country of your origins which you
wouldn’t find in the standard guidebooks.

The Thetford Forest used to be semi-
desert a few thousand years ago and Nor-
folk is still regarded as semi-arid and is the
driest part of the United Kingdom.

Bobotie is a South African Malay dish
that I like to cook and it nicely brings
together the spices, cultures and the peo-
ple of the so-called ‘rainbow nation’. It is
served with funeral rice, which is rice
infused with turmeric and sultanas and/or
raisins. It is so called because yellow is
the colour of mourning for many.

>> You’re probably aware that MK has
a mixed reputation in the rest of the UK.
You’ve got a fresh pair of eyes, what
would you say to people who can't find
anything good to say about the city?

Ignorance is a disease of an uninformed
mind and jealousy is an extreme form of
envy. Come to MK and pick up the buzz!
We are the best new city in the whole of
the UK!

>> Would you like to
put yourself in the MK
Mix hotseat? All you
have to do is ask –

email your request to
first@mkcitizen.co.uk and

we’ll take it from there

A life of poverty awaits
those who cannot read

‘Angel should never
have talked to cops’
A MILTON Keynes Hells Angel broke the
bikers’ code by talking to police, a murder jury
has been told.

Malcolm Bull “turned his back on everything
he was” said co-accused Simon Turner.

Bull, Turner and four other men deny the
murder of another biker Gerry Tobin and
firearms offences.

Mr Tobin was shot as he rode on the M40
from a bike rally in August 2007.

Another man has admitted murder and
firearms charges.

During questioning at Birmingham Crown
Court, Turner said he was in Coventry the day
of the killing.

He conceded Bull had insulted fellow
Outlaws by making statements to the
police.

“Everything about Mr Bull is disreputable to
me,” he said.

The jury was told that Bull is being held at a
prison in Worcestershire and the other
defendants in HMP Woodhill in Milton Keynes.

The trial continues.

MORE and more city young-
sters risk a life of poverty
because they cannot read.

Reading ability shows a
‘startling’ fall as children go
through secondary school with
standards lagging up to four
per cent behind the national
and regional averages, says a
new report.

It finds lowest adult literacy
levels on poor estates and a
link to crime and other forms of
deprivation.

The problem is partly
blamed on lack of funding for

support organisations and
badly co-ordinated literacy
schemes.

Milton Keynes Council is in-
vestigating a raft of measures
to remedy the situation, includ-
ing a campaign to raise public
awareness of the importance
of reading.

Council committee chairman
Brin Carstens – who headed a
working group on the issue –
said: “I am very alarmed by the

findings of the report. The
need for action is very urgent
and we have to get it right.

“We run a danger of a two-
speed community in which
those who have the knowledge
will be fine and those who have
not will slip further behind.”

The report did not bear out
the council’s ‘self-congratula-
tory claim that we can be
pleased with rising standards’.

Mr Carstens said it was fre-
quently not a case of parents
being reluctant to help children
learn to read, but being unable

to because they could not read
themselves.

He spoke of parents so
frustrated by their plight they
threw any school books their
children brought home into the
bin.

A poor estate in the north of
the city was in the grip of
‘fourth generation illiteracy’.

The report referred to liter-
acy problems at Woodhill
Prison where 80 per cent of
the 820 inmates have a read-
ing ability below that of a
seven-year-old.

by Doug Smith
doug.smith@mkcitizen.co.uk


